
 

 

 Why not make going green your New Yearôs resolution and sign up to receive  

Sunshine Foundationôs newsletter in your email? This will save Sunshine  

Foundation postage and printing. Email Kristin at kristin@sunshinefoundation.org 

GO GREEN  

for Sunshine!  

        

 A
n A

ccessible D
eck for 11 Year O

ld, N
ick...  

 

Smartphone 

Usersé  

Using a QR Reader  

App, scan to go  

directly to Sunshine 

Foundationôs  

website for videos,  

Nickôs  

world  

turned  

upside down in 

September 2009  

when the side of his  

motherôs van was hit  

head on by another car.  

He suffered a severe traumatic  

brain injury  that left him unable to  

move or speak. It wasnôt until his dog,  

Zoe visited him that his prognosis began  

to improve.  According to Nickôs mom,  

ñNick has always loved his animals.  

We have a hobby farm. Until his injury, he loved 

to take care of his chickens in the yard, his pony in  

the pasture and his goats running around. With a deck,  

Nick could watch them and enjoy the outdoors! We would  

love to be able to sit with him together as a family outside,  

relaxing and enjoying his farm animals. We would be so thankful  

for this dream for Nicholas."  

 

Sunshine Foundation  

provided the funds for  

materials and Honeywell  

employee, Debbie Orock  

volunteered to gather a 

group of friends and  

neighbors along with members 

of the All Volunteer MN 

Dream Catchers Chapter to 

construct the ADA accessible 

deck and ramp. Thank you to 

everyone who helped answer 

this dream! 

 

The All Volunteer West Virginia Chapter presented Ryan with the good news that soon he will be going 

on a dream come true trip to Sunshine Foundationôs Dream Village and the Central Florida theme parks!  

Ryan is 13 years old and has Down syndrome and severe autism. Heôs dreamed of a family vacation 

 since his father returned from a tour of duty in Iraq last April. What makes this Dream Come True  

extra special is that Ryanôs maternal uncle, Brian Kilpatrick, then 9,  traveled to the Sunshine  

          Foundationôs Dream Village in 1989 and visited the Magic Kingdom and Sea World. They were 

Left: 

Nick at his home  

with his family and 

the wonderful  

neighbors who  

volunteered to  

construct his new 

accessible deck! 

  

Ryan Receives His Dream Come True...  

  one of the first families to stay at the newly constructed Dream Village. Brian had spina  

       bifida and struggled until his death in December 2004, however his visit to Orlando,                

 Florida was the highlight of his year and something he never forgot. Ryanôs mother, 

Barbara is hopeful that her sonôs experience will be similar to that of her  

brother and sheôs looking forward   

  to ñstepping back and looking  

at the joy in her sonôs eyes.ò 

Right: 

Ryan with his  

parents, siblings 

and All Volunteer 

West Virginia 

Chapter  

members! 

December 2011- 

January 2012 



Make dreams come true when you donate at www.sunshinefoundation.org! 

Hoops for Happiness  
2011 Sunshine Bowl...  

 

 

Thank you to the generous Mercer County area cops and 

firemen who played in the 2011 Sunshine Bowl Hoops 

for Happiness. This basketball tournament raised funds 

to help send children on Sunshine Foundationôs Mercer 

County Dreamlift in May. 

Right:  

Mercer County area police and firefighters take to the  

court to help answer dreams!  

All Volunteer MN Dream Catchers 
Chapterõs Eat for Dreams 

The All Volunteer MN Dream Catchers Chapter has been raising funds to  

answer Taylorôs dream. Taylor is 10 years old and has spina bifida.  Recently, 

Delanoôs Pizza Ranch of Delano, MN donated 15% of sales and all tips to help 

answer Taylorôs dream! Taylor will be visiting Sunshine Foundationôs Dream  

Village and the Central Florida theme parks soon thanks to these generous  

individuals. Left: 

Taylor with Khalil, a past dream recipient, at the  

Eat for Dreams. 

Dear Sunshine Foundation Friends and Donors, 

 During this magical season of joy and hope for the upcoming New Year, Sunshine  

Foundation wishes you an abundance of happiness, health and gladness. It is especially  

during this wonderful time of giving that Sunshine Foundation remembers its accomplishments 

have only been possible through the generous support of our donors, volunteers and supporters! 

 Your generosity has provided so many smiles and memories to children in need and their family members.  

With your support Sunshine Foundation is proud to celebrate 35 years of answering dreams. Over 36,000 dreams 

and counting! What an accomplishmenté 36,000 smiles all because of you, our friends and loyal advocates.  

 With this in mind, there are still so many children in need at this time. It is our hope that you may be able to 

remember Sunshine Foundation and the children on the waiting list during this special season of giving. Sunshine 

Foundationôs chronically ill, seriously ill, physically challenged and abused children face a world of obstacles  

everyday. What better time of year to spread some Sunshine into a childôs life who is in desperate need of some  

happiness? 

 The rising costs of airfare, theme park tickets and gas has made it more and more a challenge to answer 

dreams. This is why everyone here at Sunshine Foundation so appreciates your help no matter what you are able to 

give. Your thoughtfulness throughout the year is truly astounding and we now ask that you please pass on our cause 

to your loved ones this holiday to make even more dreams real. 

    Wishing you a happy holiday, 

      Kate Sample, President  

A Letter From Sunshine Foundationõs  
President, Kate Sample...  



Sunshine Foundationõs 35th Anniversary Celebration... 

     Thank You Sponsors!  

 

November 18, 2011 was Sunshine Foundationôs 35th Anniversary. We celebrated where it all began, 

at St. Christopherôs Hospital for Children and answered the dreams of 7 amazing children! Sunshine Foundation 

thanks the wonderful sponsors for making this celebration a success and our loyal friends, supporters, donors and 

volunteers for helping us answer over 36,000 dreams throughout the past 35 years. We have the best supporters in 

the world and this accomplishment has only been possible because of all of you! 

 

Wonderful Sunshine Foundation families, both past 

dream recipients and children whose dreams will be  

answered through the Anniversary event at  

St. Christopherôs Hospital in Philadelphia! 

4 year old  Ines with her family and Rich Winters 

of Chick-fil -A. Chick-fil -A sponsored the 35th 

Anniversary. Ines has cerebral Palsy. She will be 

visiting the Central FL attractions soon! 

Left: 

Bethany is  

presented her 

dream by Heather 

& Bonnie of the 

Montgomeryville 

Cycle Center.  

The Montgomery 

Cycle Center  

sponsored the  

35th  

Anniversary and  

answered  

Bethanyôs dream 

through the  

BJôs Ride for the  

Cure event! 

Sunshine Foundation President, Kate Sample, being  

interviewed by 6 ABCôs Lisa Thomas-Laury. 

 To watch the exciting news coverage of  

the 35th Anniversary visit 

www.sunshinefoundation.org 



 

You can make dreams come true by donating now at www.sunshinefoundation.org! 

Dominic is 6 years 

old and has Type 1 

Diabetes. Dominic 

loves playing video 

games and wants a 

shopping spree to get 

new video games and 

a TV for his room!. 

 

Michael Minko Runs Harrisburg Marathon...  

Trenaya is 17 years 

old and has  

Arthrogryposis . 

She loves computers 

and helping others! 

DREAM MAKER ® SPOTLIGHT:  
Hank & Mary Blaszczyk  

Brayden is 4 years 

old and has ILVEN 

Syndrome.  

Brayden loves 

watching Mickey 

Mouse and dreams  

of meeting him in 

person! 

Peter just returned home from his dream come 

true trip to Sunshine Foundationôs Dream Village 

and the Central Florida attractions. Peter is 13 

years old and diagnosed with Down syndrome 

and severe autism. His favorite part of the trip 

was meeting the characters at the theme parks  

and swimming in the pool! Peterôs dream was  

answered through a generous donation made by 

Thomas Kelsch Associates! His mom said the 

dream ñopened a whole new world for him.ò 

  ñMy odyssey with the Sunshine Foundation began in the spring of 1982 when Bill Sample 

whom I did not know at the time, offered to take my entire school to Disney World.  

Astonished as I was, we took on 2 separate Dreamlifts, 400 students. K-12 plus staff on an 

unforgettable, once in a lifetime experience to Florida. As a result of this activity, I became 

hooked on Sunshine.  

  Upon retiring in 1985, I volunteered the services of my wife and myself to the Foundation. 

And what a 26 year ride it has been. Although we were involved in many of the Foundations 

projects, my most rewarding contributions involved organizing and coordinating the Dream-

lifts.  Hundreds upon hundreds of kids from the U.S. enjoyed these remarkable one day  

adventures. Their smiles, excited conversation, expressions of awe and the total  

reactions of the kids and their chaperons were remarkable 

to say the least. Iôm sure the memories of these Dreamlifts 

will last a lifetime. 

  Yes we gave a little but in return, the children have given 

us so much more and have made us better persons. At the 

end of each Dreamlift I always said to Bill, and I repeat 

now, óWhen is the next Dreamlift?ô (Iôm ready).ò 

   - Hank Blaszczyk 

Sunshine Foundation thanks Michael Minko for 

once again running in the Harrisburg Marathon 

and collecting funds to benefit Sunshine Foundation. 

Michaelôs friends and family generously make  

donations in honor of his participation in the mara-

thon to make dreams come true.  Thank you for  

answering dreams of children in need! 

Thomas Kelsch Associates Answer Peterõs Dream... 

Right: 

Peter arrives at the Dream Village with his family.  




