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When age is just a number

Karlita Suarez Montaner, 8, and her mother, Cecilia Suarez, were all smiles Saturday at Core
Creek Park in Middletown during the 24th annual International Pregeria Reunion, which ends
Woednesday in Philadelphia. Karlita was one of 12 children with the rare disease who attended
the event. PHOTOS BY KIM WEIMER / COURIER TIMES




You're only as
old as you feel

For children with a rare
genetic mutation that
causes their bodies to age
seven times faster than
normal, every day is an
opportunity to embrace
life to its fullest.

By JO CIAVAGLIA
COURIER TIMES

Like many 13%:-year-olds these
days, Megane Durel looks older
than her age.

She prefers sparkly eye shadow,
flashy head scarves knotted just
g0, blue jeans and the unlaced
sneakers look, But those fashion
trends have little to do with her
overly mature appearance.

Medically speaking, Megane
has the body of a 95-vear-old with
arthritic hands, balding head and
thin, almost translucent skin. She
is also wise beyond her years.

“She says, ‘My life is short, but
it’s beautiful,’ * said her mom,
Zoubida.

Already the French teen has
lived longer than many kids like
her,
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Maria
Escalante
Ramirez, 7, from
Mexico lines up
her shot while
playing a frog
game during
Saturday's
picnic,







